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Jeffrey Soga, Re&dent Minister

Aloha Waipahu and Waianae Hongwanji Dharma Friends,

With the recent shift from cool weather to warm sunshine, it feels like May has truly ar-
rived in Hawaii. While this warm spell can be relaxing, it's also a time when people are
more susceptible to getting sick. Please take care of yourselves and stay healthy!
Speaking of staying well, I'd like to continue our discussion about Amida Buddha's
Eighth Vow.

If, when I attain Buddhahood, the human and devas in my land should not possess
the wisdom to see into the minds of others, and thus be unable to know the
thoughts of the sentient beings of at least a hundred thousand kotis of nayutas of
Buddha-lands, may I not attain the perfect enlightenment.

(The Three Pure Land Sutras Volume II, Larger Sutra, Page 21)

(My translation)

If, when I (Amida Buddha) attain enlightenment as a Buddha, all the people in my
country cannot gain the wisdom to see the hearts of people besides me, and if [
cannot know the thoughts in the hearts of people all over the country, then I cannot
become a Buddha.

This is because Amida Buddha hopes that we are all able to be born into the Pure Land
and attain Buddhahood, and we will be able to have wonderful enlightenment of wisdom
and understand the sorrows, sufferings, joys, and happiness and sympathize for all the
people in the country.

Now, I would like to ask you a question. Do you understand the people around you and
how they may be thinking or feeling? If you are married, do you want to make your
husband/wife happy, and take their worries away from their everyday life?

After one Sunday service, | had the following conversation with a lady.

First, I asked the lady,

"Mrs., do you wish your husband to be happy? Do you realize what his happiness is or
what you can do? (Continued to Page 2)




(Jodo Shinshu, from Page 1)

The lady replied:

"Reverend, he must be happy, because I'm doing this, doing that, doing everything for
him, so he must be happy."

So I asked the lady again,

"Did you talk to your husband and he told you that he wanted you to do this?"

And the lady replied,

"No, reverend, I never asked about that."

At that time, I thought that this lady must be assuming, "I'm doing this, I'm doing that
all for him, so he should be happy."

Well, what do you think? “Assuming” 1is not a true understanding of each other and

being together. Whether between couples, parents and children, brothers or sisters,
among friends, please try asking these questions once in a while.

"I want you to be happy, or I want to make you happy, what can I do for you?”

Easy to say, but I know it is very embarrassing and takes courage to ask this kind of
question. But isn't it very important? I once asked this question to my wife. "I want to
make you happy, what can I do for you?" Well, I'll leave that answer for the next time.

Please live your life everyday with Amida Buddha's eighth vow close to heart, which
will enable you to understand what the people closest to you are thinking and need, and
that is when you will reach enlightenment.

(To be continued)

Come and join our wonderful Ohana at the...
D) Waipahu Hongwanji Mission

cogy NDIULTT DAY CATRE CIENTER

"Caring for our Elders with Love and Compassion”

* Music & Singing * Entertainmernt * Socializations & more
* Games & Memory Joggers *Exercise * Arts & Crafis

Full and Part-time Programs available with lunch and snacks

94-821 Kuhaulua Street, Waipahu * Phone: 808-678-1770
Email: whmadcc@hawaii.rr.com » Website: adultdaycarehawaii.org
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Evan Watarida, President of Waipahu Hongwanji

Dear Waipahu Hongwanji Sangha,

Because Rev. Soga will be on vacation in May, this newsletter
will cover for the month of May and June. So, I’ll try to cover
as much of our upcoming events without leaving out things.

We had our Sangha Day for all Oahu District temples in
Waianae Hongwanji on April 27. This event was co-hosted by
Waipahu and Waianae temples and included presentations on
home composting by EM Hawaii and a visit to Mouna Arts &
Cultural Village in Waianae Valley. About 75 people attended
and 1t was great to be able to visit the beautiful backdrop of
Waianae Temple.

Mother’s Day is coming up on May 12. We will have a combined Gotan-e service and
Mother’s Day brunch. We are asking our men volunteers who can, please come and help
with cooking that morning.

We are hosting a Going Green E-Waste recycling event on the morning of Saturday June 8™,
If you have any computers, TVs, monitors, printers, or rechargeable batteries that you want
to keep from our landfills, you can bring them down for free disposal. Cerebral Palsy Foun-
dation will be accepting used clothes. The Lions Club will be accepting old eyeglasses.
Canned goods and HI-5 recyclables will also be accepted.

Obon season will be here before we know it. It starts off with WaiEahu Plantation Village
on June 1*. Our own bon dance is scheduled for Saturday July 13"™. Please put it in your
calendars and get the word out. We’ll be asking for volunteers later to help with food prep-
aration, spam musubi making, concession tent help, and parking lot help. There’s always a
big demand for happi coats, so if you have any to donate, please bring them to the temple so
we can put them on sale for obon. Let me or Rev. Soga know if you or others are available
to help out.

The statewide Triple Celebration is coming up in September 7 & 8 at Ala Moana Hotel.
This year commemorates the 850™ anniversary of Shinran Shonin, the 800™ anniversary of
Jodo Shinshu, and the 135™ anniversary of Honpa Hongwaniji in Hawaii. Waipahu BWA
has offered to subsidize the full cost for any Waipahu BWA member so please contact the
temple for more info.

Summer festivities are coming up soon. We look forward to seeing you at the next event as
we bring awareness of the dharma and Buddha’s compassion to the world.

In Gassho,




WAIPAHU HONGWANJI NEWS

HANA MATSURI SERVICE

Shakyamuni Buddha’s Birthday was held
Sunday, April 7, 2024.

Thank you to Mr. and Mrs. Calvin and Wilma Sumida for donat-
ing greens and flowers. Especially, thank you to Mrs. Sumida for
decorating the flower house.

FUJINKAI NEWS:

Eshinni and Kakushinni Day service
May 19, 2024, Sunday, 9:00am
Guest Speaker: Mr. Jaryd Oshiro (Jikoen Hongwanji Member)

Visitation for our honorary members
May 2, 2024, Thursday, We’ll leave Waipahu temple at 9:00 a.m.

May 5™ ,2024 (Sunday after service) will be our board meeting.

Recently, we lost a B.W.A. member, Ms. Nancy Miyashita.
On behalf of the Waipahu Hongwanji BWA, I’d like to extend my deepest sympa-
thy to the family of Mrs. Miyashita.

I visited the Seattle Betsuin in Wash-
ington and met Rimban/Reverend.
Kusunoki.

I passed an Omimai donation $500
from

Waipahu Hongwanji BWA to the Bet-
suin for the fire damage that happened
on January 1, 2024.

Have a nice spring with your Ohana.
Kumika Soga, President




PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDAR AND PARTICIPATE
this coming summer activities:

GOTAN E Service: May 12, Sunday, 9 a.m.
The Gotan-e Service is the service we celebrate a founder of Jodo Shinshu Hongwan-
Ji, Shinran Shonin. He was born on May 21, 1173. Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Ha-
waii will celebrate his 850 years birthday together with our mission’s 135th birthday
in September.

Mother’s Day Service and brunch together with GOTAN E Service:
Sunday, May 12, 9 a.m.
All male members are requested to join cooking for our ladies.

Going Green’s E-Waste recycling at Waipahu Hongwanji Parking:
June 8, Saturday, moning

WAIPAHU HONGWANJI OBON: July 13, Saturday

5 p.m. Hatsubon Service 7-10 p.m Bon Dance
WATANAE HONGWANJI BON DANCE: July 20, Saturday7 p.m.—10 p.m.

Baccalaureate Service: June 2, Sunday, 9 a.m.

Guest Speaker: Mrs. Lisa Okada

We will be congratulating all students who are graduating from high school and college
this month. If you know of a family member or friend who is finishing school this month,
please let Waipahu Hongwanji know so we may invite them to join us ASAP.

Reminder - Membership Dues

We are currently in the process of updating and reconciling our membership list. For those
of you who have already submitted your 2024 membership dues, thank you for supporting
and subsidizing our efforts to maintain our Sangha.

As you may know, the temple and its supporting structures are aging and in need of constant
repair and improvements, therefore, any funds received, helps in our goal of keeping the
Waipahu Hongwanji Mission (WHM) around for many generations to come.

Every year, a significant portion of each member's dues are also used to support the Honpa
Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii and its mission. Therefore, it helps us out tremendously
whenever we receive your submission in a timely manner.

Again, thank you all for your support and commitment to our WHM Sangha and we look
forward to seeing everyone soon! Mahalo




MEMORIAL SERVICE FOR 2024

MAY JUNE
1° (2023) . 1% (2023)
May 14 Yachiyo Yasuda June 1 Sachiko Tsutsui
31 (2022) June 1 Wallace Ikuo Yasui
May 7 Kiyoshi Takushi rd
May 9 Tammy Naomi Tamura :J; (270 22) Yukiko Nak
May 26 Nancy Tsuyako Inouye unhe UKIKO [Nakasone
7% (2018) 7" (2018) _
May 10 Teru Uyeno June 2 Sam Masami Nakaoka
May 22 Lillian Shizuko Okazaki @
137 (2012)
13" (2012)
May 7 Ellen Michie Kato 17™ (2008)
May 13 Walter Yutaka Okazaki June 7 Betty Kimie Kamisato
May 23 Miyako Kanetsuna Toguchi June 8 Osamu Kataoka
May 27 Tony Toshio Miyamoto June 14 Makoto Hashimoto
25™ (2000) 25™ (2000)
May 7 Kaoru Uyehara June 21 Hajime Takemoto
May 12 Albert Keiichi Tsutsui June 26 Noboru Iwaoka
May 13 Noritaka Matsumoto
May 17  Yeisei Asato 33" (1992)
May 27 Mitsue Mitsui June 3 Kashin Uyehara
33" (1992) 50™ (1975)
ﬁay ; \gﬂhaﬁn {\1/111.ch1 Sill.kl i June 24 Sachiko Toguchi
ay 28 orothy Mitsue Hiraki June 27 Donato Arsiga
50™ (1975)
May 22 Kame Yamauchi
May 24 Satoshi Takeuchi
JULY
1st (2023) none 17" (2008)
July 6 Yukio Akamine
3rd (2022)
July 7 Teruko Yamashita 25™ (2000)
July 9 Hisae Nomura July 22 Shiro Yamauchi
July 9 Masako Kimura
July 13 Alice Akiko Ayabe 331 (1992) none
50™ (1975) none
7™ (2018) none

13" (2012) none
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Kev & Megumi Agena ... $100
Special

Albert Au ... $100
Special

Hidekazu Kamii ... $150
Special

Charles & Shirley Kon ... $100
Bazaar

Miyashita Family ... $500
Funeral for Nancy Miyashita

Edna Otsuka

In memory of June Tanaka
Burial Service ... $400
Funeral Service ... $400

Valdez Family ... $600
Funeral for Daryl Valdez

SPECIAL DONATION

Ando Family ... $500
Funeral for Sumiko Ando

Deborah Dwyer-Oshiro ... $100
Special

Kishimoto Family ... $150
In memory of Theresa Kishimoto

Eugene Makino ... $100
Special

Tsunako Sakata ... $50
Use of class room

Kirana Soga ... $500
Special

Umemoto Family ... $1,000
Funeral for Pamela Umemoto

skekskoksk skoskokskok skokoskoskosk skeokeoskoskosk skokeoskoskosk skokeoskoskosk
Membership :

Albert & Marian Au, Jane Fukunaga, Milton & Sharon Higuchi, Lynette & Clyde Kishimoto,
Charles & Shirley Kon, Jasmine & Danel Morrison, Ann Saruwatari, Evan Watarida

SPRING OHIGAN

Richard & Sueko Kodama, Adrian & Gale Koizumi, Flora & Lionel Minemoto, Jasmine &
Daniel Morrison, Emiko Onaga, Edna Otsuka, Ann Saruwatari, Robert Tsumoto,

Ellen Ujimori, Janet Yoshida

HONPA HONGWANJJI MISSION OF HAWAII
TRIPLE CELEBRATION

850th Anniversary of Shinran Shonin’s Birth
800th Anniversary of the Establishment of the Honpa Hongwanji
135th Anniversary of the Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii

Saturday, September 7, 2024 & Sunday, September 8, 2024

At Ala Moana Hotel
Please call Waipahu Hongwanji more information, if you can participate this great event.




Waipahu Hongwanji Mission

94-821 Kuhaulua Street

Waipahu, HI 96797

Phone: 808 677-4221

E-mail: waipahuhongwanji@hawaii.rr.com
Resident Minister: Reverend Jeffrey D. Soga
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Waipahu, Hawaii

Condolence
Waipahu Hongwanji extends deepest
sympathy to the families of:

Sumiko Ando
Thomas Nii
Pamela Mari Umemoto

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Every Sunday: 9 a.m. Family Service
All are welcome.

Every Thursday: 9 a.m. Kokua Day

Every Saturday, 8:30 a.m. Hosha Day

1st and 3rd Thursday: 12:30 p.m.
Karaoke Club  Everyone welcome

2nd Saturday: 9:30 a.m.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

GOTAN E (Founder’s Birthday) Service
Mother’s Day Service/Brunch

May 12, Sunday, 2024, 9 a.m.

Eshin ni/Kakushin ni Service
May 19, 2024, Sunday
Guest Speaker: Mr. Jaryd Oshiro
sk skekeskskesk skeskesk skekekeskesk skeskek
Going Green’s E-Waste recycling
At Waipahu Hongwanji Parking

June 8, Saturday, 2024

Father’s Day Service/Brunch
June 16, Sunday, 9 a.m.

skokeskokok  kesksk o skkokskok skeksk skeskokeskok

Leeward JUDO Class
Every Tuesday 5-8 p.m.

. s Ewa Fukushima Bon Dance TAIKO Class
Project Dana, Caregiver Support Program. i :

Every Sunday 2-4 p.m.




