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Nurturing Nembutsu: Cultivating Awareness :

JODO SHINSHU, Teaching of Pure Land
Amida Buddha’s Vow #36, (12™ Vow) 7/2025
Jeffrey Soga, Res1dent Minister

Soon, Obon is approaching. This year, it will be held a week earlier, on the first Saturday of July—July
5th. We hope many people will gather and enjoy the event. To make that happen, all of us at Waipahu
Hongwanji members must work together to warmly welcome everyone who attends. Please participate
physically and monetarily to make the Obon success.

This month as well, I will continue to reflect together on the Twelfth Vow—the Vow of
Immeasurable Light. I’d like to quote the Vow:

“If when I attain Buddhahood, my light should be finite, not illuminating even a hundred thou-
sand Kotis of nayutas of Buddha-lands, may I not attain the perfect enlightenment.”

(My Interpretation)

If, at the time I (Amida Buddha) attain enlightenment as a Buddha, the light of my wisdom — the
radiance that is its working — has limits and is unable to illuminate the countless lands of Bud-
dhas, then I shall not attain perfect enlightenment.

Amida Buddha vowed to shine light upon all worlds. Looking at this from the opposite perspective, it
means eliminating darkness. This darkness is the source of our suffering. The Buddha taught us about
this using the word “ignorance” (mu-my®d). “Ignorance” means the absence of light. Because there is no
light, we are unable to rejoice in what we should be able to rejoice in—it becomes the cause of suffer-
ing. I first heard this teaching by a professor, and later, something happened that made me reflect on it
again.

I came from the mountains of Hiroshima to attend Ryukoku University in Kyoto. At first, I lived in a
apartment in Fushimi, Kyoto. When I later moved to a place near Hongwanji Temple, I did so with the
help of a friend I had met in the choir. We rented a mini truck together and helped each other move our
belongings. First, we brought my things to the new place, had lunch, and then moved my friend’s be-
longings to his apartment. By the time we finished, it was already evening.

After returning the rental car and having dinner together, I parted ways with my friend
and headed back to my new room. The room was filled with boxes scattered everywhere.
Although I thought, “Well, I guess I should start unpacking little by little,” I was too tired
to feel like opening each box and putting things away. So, I quickly took a shower,
moved some boxes around, found a bit of space, pulled out my futon blanket and laid it
out. Then I found my alarm clock and set it on a nearby box. At least I managed to create

a spot where I could lie down for the night.
(Continued to Page 2)




(JODO SHINSHU, From Page 1)

The alarm clock wasn’t battery-operated—it had a power cord. So I plugged it into the outlet near my
head, set the time, set the alarm, turned off the lights, and went straight to sleep. However, perhaps be-
cause it was my first night in an unfamiliar room, I woke up in the middle of the night. I think this hap-
pens to everyone, but the first thing you usually do when you wake up in the middle of the night is go
to the bathroom. Still half-asleep and in complete darkness, I got up, fumbling around, trying to re-
member where [ was. But at that moment, I tripped over the cord of the clock I had placed near my
head. As I stumbled forward, I stepped on the hard keychain attached to my room key, and with an
“Ouch, ouch!” I lost my balance and crashed into one of the stacked boxes, falling down along with it.
Partly because I was so tired, I became frustrated and irritated, and ended up taking it out on a nearby
box by hitting it. After that, I got up again, fumbled around in the dark to find the light switch and
turned it on.

Then I went to the bathroom to cool my head, came back, and sat cross-legged on the futon I had laid
out. I was overwhelmed with frustration and irritation, but then I suddenly remembered something one
of my university professors had once said: “In the darkness, everything becomes a source of suffering.
But when light reaches that darkness and illuminates it, and we are able to see things as they truly are,
those very things—without changing shape—transform into something precious. This is the teaching
of Buddhism, the teaching of awakening.” That lesson came back to me in that moment.

When I calmed myself and looked carefully around the room, I realized that even the futon and the
alarm clock were important to me. Everything in the box was something I needed, which is why I had
carefully packed and brought them. There wasn’t a single thing that wasn’t necessary. But because it
was dark and I couldn’t see, even the clock and the box I almost tripped over became obstacles. Yet
neither the clock nor the box had changed their form—they were just as important to me, simply illu-
minated by the light.

Please take a good look at yourself as well. Sometimes, we find ourselves complaining and getting
irritated. We criticize our spouses, children, or parents; we struggle with relationships at work, speak
badly of friends, and complain when it’s hot on sunny days, or grumble when it rains or the wind
blows—even while living here in Hawaii. Many people around the world wish they could come to Ha-
waii, and yet, when things don’t go our way, we can’t help but complain. I, too, try to avoid complain-
ing, but often my mouth moves before my thoughts can catch up.

But all of this stems from the stress we feel when things don’t go the way we want them to, and that’s
when complaints arise. However, when we take a closer look, illuminated by the light, we realize that
everything is truly important. So if, at any point today—a day that will never come again—you find
yourself complaining, recite the nembutsu and gently shine the light upon it. I believe you’ll find that
even the things that made you angry will begin to sparkle and shine.

(To be continued)




PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Evan Watarida, President of Waipahu Hongwanji

Dear Waipahu Hongwanji Sangha,

BON DANCE WEEKEND IS HERE

Hatsubon Service will be from 5pm to 6:30pm. The concession
booth will open at 5pm. Bon Dance will begin at 7pm to 10pm.

Parking is limited as usual. Attendants will direct people to park
in the fire exit lane. People will be directed to street parking off Lauko
St. in the industrial area behind Warabeya or Wholesale Unlimited
(map below). Volunteers will be given an assigned parking pass in
Jack Hall.

GENEROUS DONATIONS

Thank you to our generous Sangha members who donated rice, spam, and bottled water. We
reached our goal and have enough for bon dance. Thank you also to our monetary donors
who keep our temple thriving.

We will be unveiling our new memorial message board this year. Thank you to Adrian
Koizumi for creating this work of art. Attendees will be able to create their own personal me-
morial message tag and post it on the board. We hope this will become an annual tradition
for our temple as a way for the community to actively participate in the spirit of Obon.
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

As one of only two bon dances on Oahu for July 5, we are anticipating a large crowd.
We still are in need of more volunteer help including concessions, parking, and kitchen help.
If you are able to help at Bon Dance, please sign up on the link below, or contact myself, the
temple, or Rev. Soga.

https://bit.ly/44TZYSA

No Sunday Service will be held on June 29", Instead, we will be using that day for
temple clean-up and Obon preparation. Come out if you can we hope to see all of you.
In Gassho,



https://bit.ly/44TZYSA

Waipahu Hongwanji News

Father’s Day Sunday, June 15 —Thank you ladies for gorgeous brunch.

Top left: Mrs. Soga shared her
thought on father’s day.

Many Sunday attendees enjoyed
the father’s day gathering.

(Visitors)

Bottom left:

Tomiko Jones from Madison and
her mother, Florence Jones from
Seattle,

Bottom center:
Masachiyo Ushijima and
Yoshikatsu Uchikawa, Japan

Bottom right: Sogas
grandchildren

Thomas Kaneshiro... $1,000
Special & Obon

Kirana Soga ... $500
Special

Lynn Yoshimura ... $500
In memory of Walter & Keith

HOONKO: Jan Ro

Craig & Christi Tadaki

SPECIAL DONATION
Anthony & Maitri Marzi Special ... $200
Obon ... $100
Shirlie Umebasami ... $200
Special
George Serikaku ... $200
Obon

Anonymous (Special) ... $1,000

GOTAN-E: Adrienne & Ellen Ayakawa, Calvin & Wilma Sumida, Guy & Cindy Ujimori
OBON: Carol Nezu, Fumiko Nii, Edna Otsuka, Jan Ro, Russell Tsutsui

2025 Membership Dues: Thomas & Sachie Kaneshiro, Midori Kawano & Amy Mikasa,




Come and join our wonderful Ohana at the...
Waipahu Hongwanji Mission

ADUILT CAREGENTIER
"Caring for our Elders with Love and Compassion”

* Music & Singing * Enteriainment * Socializations & more
* Games & Memory Joggers *Exercise * Arts & Crafis

Full and Part-time Programs available with lunch and snacks

94-821 Kuhaulua Street, Waipahu * Phone: 808-678-1770
Email: whmadcc@hawaii.rr.com * Website: adultdaycarehawaii.org




Shirlie’s corner

Happy Father’s Day to all Dads!

Reminder—Membership Dues

For those of you who have already submitted your membership dues for 2025, “Thank you very
much for your support. If you have not yet done so, please help us by submitting your dues at your
earliest convenience. As a reminder, the membership dues are collected at the beginning of each year
and remains unchanged at $300 per year.

Thank you very much for your help and continued support!

5



MEMORIAL SERVICE FOR 2025

1 (2024) 1st (2024)

July 13 Edward Katsumi Edamatsu August 2 Yoshio Yoshimoto
3" (2023) None 3rd (2023)

7™ (2019) None August 17  Satsue Yamaguchi
13™ (2013) 7™ (2019)

July 25 Yoshie Sugawara August 11 Natsuno Matsuo

July 27 George Yoshikazu Murakami August 14 Rikio Fukunaga
July 30 Lillian Yuriko Nagaji

13™ (2013)
17" (2009) August 1  Tamie Ikemoto
July 2 Haruye Nakamura Shinno August 7 Masako Kataoka
July 2 Agnes Tsuyako Matsuo August 23 Mildred Tsuneko Sasaki
July 9 Hideko Hashimoto
July 22 Shizuye Tsumoto 17" (2009)
August 1  Noboru Kanda
25™ (2001) August 15 Kameji Shimabukuro

July 15 Ayae Kobayashi
25™ (2001) None

33" (1993)
July 9 Ronald Shigemi Takushi 33th (1993)
August 11 Harry Masao Murakami
50™ (1976) August 28  Chiyoko Monte
July 3 Kamesa Tamashiro August 30  Shizuo “Joe” Onaga

50™ (1976) None

Please "Kokua"

Although, the Waipahu Hongwanji Mission was established in 1902, the current temple building
and its supporting infrastructure was constructed in 1952. As you can imagine, being over 70
years old, upkeep of the temple is a constant and never-ending endeavor.

To help accomplish this monumental task, a small group of volunteers, referred to as the
"Kokua Gang", meet almost every Thursday to perform maintenance and repairs on whatever
needs fixing at the time. Although, this group of volunteers have been able to perform these
tasks up to now, the lack of younger, abled bodied members are rare, if not non-existent. This
may soon require us to contract out some of the work, which will also require a lot of money.
Therefore, we would prefer to avoid having to get to that point.

Therefore, we would like to ask anyone that is willing and able to join our Kokua Gang, to come
out and lend a helping hand. As mentioned earlier, the Kokua Gang meets on Thursday morn-
ings, usually around 8:30 - 9:00 a.m. and works until around noon, at which time, we normally
enjoy a small lunch and talk story.

So, if you are sitting at home and have some free time or just want to lend a helping hand to
maintain our wonderful temple, feel free to come by and join our Kokua Gang. Mahalo!
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Waipahu Hongwanji Mission

94-821 Kuhaulua Street

Waipahu, HI 96797

Phone: 808 677-4221

E-mail: waipahuhongwanji@hawaii.rr.com
Resident Minister: Reverend Jeffrey D. Soga

JULY 2025
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Waipahu, Hawaii

WAIANAE HONGWANJI OBON :

Hatsubon Service
Sunday, July 13, 2025, 10:30 a.m.

Bon Dance
Saturday, July 19, 2025
7p.m.—10 p.m.

ok skekeskskck skeksk ckekeskokek skekesk skekeskoksk

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Every Sunday: 9 a.m. Family Service
Every Thursday: 9 a.m. Kokua Day
Every Saturday, 8:30 a.m. Hosha Day

1st and 3rd Thursday: 12:30 p.m.
Karaoke Club  Everyone welcome

ANNOUNCEMENTS

WAIPAHU HONGWANJI

 OBON SERVICE/DANCE

July 5, 2025, Saturday
5 p.m. Hatsubon Service
7 p.m.—10 p.m. Dance

ADULT DHARMA CLASS
Discussion Session
July 20, Sunday, 2025
Please attend and bring all your questions
about Buddhism and your life.

Project Dana Caregiver Support Program

Saturday, July 12,2025, 10 a.m.
Social Hall & Zoom




